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From the Desk of Pastor Kathie

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arriving green. (ELW 379)
Spring has broken in and melted away the remainders of winter. With all the
challenges we've faced since the air froze last fall, it's very good to see signs of
spring. Though there are no crocuses the green grass in my yard peaking through
the dusty brown is welcomed.
Signs of new life abound. Birds return to build nests; shimmers of green show in
the tree tops and the odd mosquitoes buzz about. OK maybe the little buzzing
things (and some other things as well) are not welcomed. Still as the season makes
its familiar changes it is a great comfort. It's been so long since we've seen familiar
changes.
Like mosquitoes there are some people who want things not to look like they did
in the past. Vulnerable, marginalized, elderly, and street people (to name some
obvious groups) have good reasons to want things never to return to what they
were before, and still are. For them things need to get better, for some people a lot
better.
A small silver lining in the cloud of Covid 19 (with the drastic changes required
of us) is that a spotlight shone brightly on how bad it is for these vulnerable people.
People had to remember that we are in this together. If street people are not cared
for, Covid 19 spreads like wildfire to us as well. If elderly people in care homes are
not cared for properly, Covid 19 spreads like wildfire among them, many of them
die, and we are all at risk, too; not to mention most of us really do care that our
elderly loved ones, and even strangers, get at least decent care!
We can do better. We see a growing resolve to do better. Since our baptisms
we've received the gifts of the Holy Spirit that bring us to yearn for a renewed and
better life, for ourselves and for everyone. The Holy Spirit brings us together to
nurture these gifts in one another.
People talk about wanting things to be normal again, but maybe not the old
normal. People talk about a new normal. The normal that we have enjoyed all
through Covid 19 and all our years beyond is God's normal: God is with us,
blessing us, equipping us, guiding us, calling us to share all that God has so
graciously given us. Love died when Jesus died, but with Jesus' resurrection love
lives again, and lives always, everywhere, no matter what!
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As bearers of the grace of God, we know: no matter what happens, God continues to bless us. Perhaps
our 'new normal' will include worship offered on-line that reaches the needs of a greater number of
people in this city who 'were just fine' without faith, and now Covid 19 has awakened them to their
vulnerability and God's place in their lives.
God's never-changing-normal for us is that we are able to look for signs of God’s love in and around
us, even in the twilight-zone-time of Covid 19. Goodness grows all around us as the seasons change, no
matter how they change.
May God continue to open our eyes anew to see how good God makes it for us all.

A special prayer at this time of Covid-19:
Loving God, whose compassion embraces the entire earth:
behold your people around the world who are worried and uncertain as we confront the realities
of the coronavirus. Out of the depths we call to you, O God. Holy God, hear our voices.
Let your ear be attentive to our concerns as we pray for all who may be affected by the virus.
Hasten the day when the virus will have run its course; quicken scientists to develop treatments
and vaccines; give wisdom and courage to all doctors, nurses and other health care providers;
strengthen those who provide so many essential services; call out the best instincts of your
people—love, neighborliness, and a sense of caring.
May your light and grace continue to be known in the darkest of times through us, trusting that
you abide always with us. We pray this through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
Adapted from the Anglican Church of Canada, Prayers at Home during the pandemic.
Submitted by Catherine M
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Families of the Week for May
April 26-May 2

Karleen Norton, Eric, Greta, & Grace Breitkreuz
Dianne Osback-Brown

May 3-9

Bob & Connie Osterman
Tom Pelech

May 10-16

Dave & Carolyn Pert
Doreen & Wade Phillips

May 17-23

Gertrude Posehn
Walter Pulyk

May 24-30

Jack & Phyllis Raycroft
Brian, Marlene, Aron & Troy Rayner

May 31-June 6

Kim, Alex, & Lydia Reilly
George Rennich

Birthdays

Baptismal Anniversaries

3
4
6
7

2

9
10
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
22
23
24
25
28
29

--

Finlay Connon
Steven Elford
Francis Ziba
Ruth Kiel
Lidia Schowalter
Tony Jarvis
Bradley Hanasyk
Myles Norton
Anna Russell
Tristen Norton
Sharon Kreuzer
Nathan Svendsen
Jamie Fragomeni
Anna Elford
Michael Hanasyk
Aron Rayner
Dave Norton
Grace Breitkreuz
Jamie Fischer
Florence Byttynen
Lucyna Schowalter

- Kimberly Reilly
- Lydia Reilly

3

- Finlay Connon

5

- Logan Connon

6

- Carolyn Lakovich-Pert

8

- Sarah Roy
- Dorothy Moench

12 - Irma Ferchoff
- Richard Grynas
20 - Christine Wolfe
21 - Ron Deeprose
26 - Lori Hanasyk
28 - Richard Baron

Baptisms in the Previous Month
No Baptisms in April
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Bishop’s Message
Dear Beloved of God –
Christ is risen. Alleluia!
You may recall in my correspondence this year for congregational AGM’s these words:
“Since being called to serve as your bishop, October 2012, my prayer has often been the following: O God,
you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden,
through perils unknown. Give us faith to go forward with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
One of the reasons I love this prayer is because it is realistic but encouraging, honest but hopeful. It doesn’t
deny difficult truths, but neither does it succumb to sterile pessimism. It was written in the first part of the
twentieth century by a Church of England priest named Eric Milner-White. Like many good prayers from
another time and place, it sounds like it was tailor made for us here and now.”
Little did I know the future when I first penned these words last December.
The prayer is realistic, encouraging, honest, hopeful, no denying of difficult truths nor succumbing to sterile
pessimism.
The prayer continues to be ‘tailor made” for us here and now. The Spirit of God continues to lead us into a
future that is unfamiliar, with the assurance that God is present, that God’s hand is leading us, and that we are
cradled in love.
Friends, you continue to be witnesses to me of Resurrection, to the truth that there is life and hope and
promise.
I have experienced in these past weeks so many signs of hope, and of faithfulness, trust, courage, and
encouragement:
- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, under extraordinary stress, pressure and restraints have
poured themselves into the work of leadership
- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, tired and weary and wondering, have reached out to one
another, and to those in their midst, providing pastoral care, connection, compassion and care
- Congregational leaders, lay and rostered who, in the midst of an unprecedented time, exercised great skill
(and energy and time) in preparing and/or searching for worship resources for Holy Week and Easter services
- Rostered Ministers who gather each Wednesday via ZOOM with Synod Staff for prayer, affirmation and
encouragement, updates, and connecting
- Area Deans who gather weekly with rostered ministers via ZOOM for check-in with each other, study and/or
prayer
- Creativity, ingenuity, openness, support, encouragement, trust, community….
Friends, you have been signs to me of Resurrection life.
And, I have never been so proud of you.
Alleluia. Christ is risen, indeed!
In Christ Jesus –
Shalom,
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
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LCW News
Since it is not possible to set a meeting time to get together and do a Bible study, the next option is a “home
study “. To do this you will need a Bible and the study entitled “Wits’ End” on page 31 of the September 2019
Canada Lutheran. If you don’t have access to that Canada Lutheran, just follow these brief instructions. Read all
43 verses of Psalm 107 and answer these four questions: 1. In what verse do you find the words “ at their wits’
end”? 2. When have you been at your “wits end”? 3. How did the Lord’s steadfast love show itself in that
situation.? 4. How many times is “ steadfast love” repeated in this psalm?
If you have more time, go ahead with the study (p.31) in the March Lutheran. It is about the 6th and 7th petitions
of the Lord’s Prayer .
The emphasis for the 2020 ELW study is on prayer. Have fun!

Council Highlights
April 20, 2020
The Council Meeting took place using “zoom” wand a combination of Council members physical distancing at
the church and others participating at home.
1. Treasurer’s Report:
Council reviewed financial statements for January February and March. A discussion about the December 2019
Financial Statement also took place. Tom has attended the “zoom” meeting of Synod Treasurers and will pursue
any financial assistance that may be available from the government. The March 2020 offerings were provided
when the last two services of the month were suspended and only an online version or paper copy of the
Weekly Worship notes was available. Preliminary total for the General Offering in March was $5853.00.
2. Deacon’s Appointment:
Tom Pelech is willing to serve as Deacon and was appointed as the second Deacon.
3. Parish Worker:
The contract for Erik Osness, our Parish Worker, was extended until June 30, 2020 under the existing terms
and conditions. Erik will continue to assist with services and preparing some of the Weekly Worship Notes in
addition to outreach activities which will take place through phone calls and the website.
4. Council Response to Covid -19:
Catherine drafted up a plan with several longer-term steps we might implement during the self-isolation period
from coronavirus. This would be in addition to the immediate steps taken to provide Weekly Worship Notes and
the calls to members by the “Hope Calling’” volunteers. Council members will respond with their ideas through
email. Erik will also be included in the plan going forward. Stay tuned for plans are they are finalized.
5. Gale Hanasyk is stepping back from Council. Her resignation was accepted by Council and we thank Gale
for her dedicated service. Over the years Gale has played a lead role on Council and as Chairperson and our
unofficial Council researcher as well as participating in other activities such as helping our Liberian friends. We
thank Gale and will keep her and her family in our prayers.
5. Next Council Meeting:
Due to the May long weekend, the next meeting date is 25 May, 2020.
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The Hope prayer chain seems to be working well and is providing support, care, and most importantly
prayer for those in need. Please contact Pastor Kathie or Susan G if you have a prayer request or
praise report. Please also contact Susan G at 780-468-2201 or susanatherdesk@yahoo.ca if you
would like to be one of the prayers on the prayer chain.

Attention: Can you sew? Will you help us out?
The quilting ladies still need your help to make layettes that will be
shipped to Canadian Lutheran World Relief. We are looking for help
to sew or serge 2 seams on diaper flannelette. They are in bundles of
12. If you are interested in helping us out, please call:
Helen Bartel @ 780-474-2891 or Teresa Grynas @ 780-450-0413.
They will be delivered to your door within a few days. Once they are
completed, please call us back for pick-up.
Also, anyone who has been cleaning and organizing while we are
self-isolating, please check your fabric supply.
We still need pieces of flannelette for receiving blankets
(approximately 36” x 36” size) or smaller pieces for making nighties. Please call Helen Bartel or Teresa
Grynas for pick-up.
We also appreciate any donations of sheets or blankets which are used for making quilts.
Thank you!
A Message for the Congregation of Hope Lutheran Church
Re: Policy for Protection of Children, Youth & Other Vulnerable Persons
We are working through the first year with the Policy for Protection of Children, Youth and Other
Vulnerable Persons from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. In June of 2019, Council
adopted the current policies of the National and Alberta Synod as they pertain to abuse, harassment
and vulnerable persons.
At the same time, we established a set of procedures for hiring, staff supervision and evaluation,
personnel records, and the protection of children and youth and vulnerable persons. These procedures
provide details about hiring, gifts to the pastor, abuse training, handling complaints, the staff evaluation
process and record keeping.
One of the requirements of these policies and procedures is that our congregation must be advised
annually by the Council Chair that this policy is in effect, and that a paper copy of the Policy Document
is available to sign out from the church if you are interested. You can also find it yourself online at:
https://elcic.ca/Documents/documents/Policytoprotectchildrenyouthandothervulnerablepeople.pdf
Given the challenges we are facing with being apart, if you want a paper copy, please call the church
office and we will make arrangements to have one hand delivered. My apologies that this annual
reminder is late this year.
Catherine Moir
Council Chair
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And the people stayed home…
The following poem has been widely circulated during our time of staying home in 2020 because
of the coronavirus pandemic. The poem was written in March, 2020 by a woman named Kitty
O’Meara, a former teacher and chaplain from Wisconsin, as she was trying to process the
worsening news surrounding the catastrophic spread of the coronavirus.
The poem spread around the world and many people have commented that it has given them a
sense of calm and peace.
We print it here again with the hope it will bring you peace.
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Favourite Raisin Cookie Recipe
From Jean Meger whose mother made these cookies.
Jean often brings them to coffee time—although with cranberries
in place of the raisins.
Mix 2 cups of raisins (or substitute 2 cups of cranberries) with 1 cup water. Boil together
for 5 minutes. Set aside to cool. Then add 1 tsp. baking soda to the mixture.
Ingredients:
2 cups sugar—1 cup white, 1 cup brown. (Jean uses 3/4 cup of each)
1 cup butter or margarine
1 tsp. vanilla
3 eggs
4 cups flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1tsp. salt
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. nutmeg (optional)
Combine butter, sugar, eggs and vanilla and beat well.
Sift dry ingredients together.
Add dry ingredients alternately with the cooled raisin mixture into the creamed butter
mixture.
At this point you can add 1/2 cup of nuts to the mixture if desired.
Drop from tablespoons onto cookie sheet.
Bake at 375 degrees for 12 minutes or until done.
After baking, make yourself a cup of tea and give Jean a call and have a visit while you
eat your fresh-baked cookie.
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