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Pastor’s Message
From the Desk of Pastor Kathie
Martin Luther's Small Catechism on the Lord's Prayer, the 3rd petition reads:
Thy will be done.
What does this mean?: In fact God’s good and gracious will comes about
without our prayer, but we ask in this prayer that it may also come about in and
among us.
Like many of you I memorized this many years ago in confirmation class.
Throughout a full life these words can provide us the perspective God created us
to have.
As people of faith, at many particular times in our lives or in troubling
circumstances many of us may well wonder just what God's Will is for us right
then. God's Will is not easily deciphered because we human beings are easily
tempted to see our own individual will and collective wills as God's Will for us, or
especially for others.
An extreme example was during WWI as chaplains told the troops on both sides
“God is on our side”. Early in my ministry veterans from that war, still angry about
it, told me how that disrupted their faith as much as anything else in the war.
After they returned home it took them years to make peace with the church.
Many of their comrades never could.
It can be very tempting to claim to know the Will of God in some of the specifics
of other's lives in order to try to exert control over our adult children, other family
members, our friends, … or even our faith communities.
Luther here reminds us that God's Will being done doesn’t depend on us or even
our prayers, but we can ask and look for signs of God’s good and gracious Will
in our lives – individually and together.
In the second section under this petition Luther asks the question “How does
this come about?” to which he answers:
Whenever God breaks and hinders every evil scheme and will – as are present
in the will of the devil, the world and our flesh – that would not allow us to hallow
God’s name and would prevent the coming of the kingdom, and instead

whenever God strengthens us and keeps us steadfast in his Word and in faith until the end of our
lives. This is God’s good and gracious will.
God strengthens us as we steadfastly look at our lives and our world through the prism of God’s
Word. Each week, called to this ministry of Word and Sacrament as your pastor, I spend time in
prayer studying the upcoming Sunday's scripture lessons. Without that prayer and study I would soon
be depleted and lose the ability to trust God. Here at Hope we print the next week’s readings in the
bulletin. Take time to read them, maybe even find a study guide to delve into, but always take time to
pray in response to Christ's Word.
May God’s will come about in and among us.
Our “10 Ways to Show Kids You Care” this month are:
71.
Meet their friends.
72.
Meet their parents.
73.
Let them tell you how they feel.
74.
Help them become an expert at something.
75.
Tell them about yourself.
76.
Let them act their age.
77.
Praise more; criticize less.
78.
Be consistent.
79.
Admit when you make a mistake.
80.
Enjoy your time together.

Families of the Week for February
Jan 26-Feb 1

Tom Hodgson & Carol Moeller
Darren & Lorraine Hodson
February 2-8
Chris & Erica Hodson
Jessica Hodson
February 9-15 Adina Hrab
Gordon & Laura Hughes
February 16-22 Jane Ingram
Odel Jallah, Francis, Marline, & Asha Ziba
February 23-29 Tony & Judy Jarvis
Rudolf & Ruth Kiel
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Birthdays
1 - Marta Woronka
2 - Sarah Roy
- Maxxim Bobinski
5 - Irma Ferchoff
15 - Lori Hanasyk
- Heather Wolfrey
16 - Christine Wolfe
17 - Landon Schultz
18 - Gus Ferchoff
- Leslie Rivet
- Michelle Goudreau
19 - Asha Ziba
20 - Karen Svendsen
21 - Dave Pert
27 - Susan Graham

Baptismal Anniversaries
1 4 12 16 17 18 21 22 27 -

Lillian Stordalsvoll
Fiona Halbert
Sarah Hanasyk
Maxxim Bobinski
Lisa Cooper
Laura Grynas
David Posehn
Derrick Schultz
Kelly Hanasyk
Nolan Svendsen
Florence Byttynen
Deanna Norton

Baptisms in the Previous Month
No baptisms occurred in January.

Upcoming Special Events
Please see the calendar for additional regular activities.
February 23
12:00pm
February 26
7:00pm
Ash
Potluck & Annual
Wednesday Service
General Meeting
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Bishop’s Message
Dear Beloved of God –
Since being called to serve as your bishop, October 2012, my prayer has often
been the following: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which
we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go forward with good courage, not knowing where we go, but
only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
One of the reasons I love this prayer is because it is realistic but encouraging,
honest but hopeful. It doesn’t deny difficult truths, but neither does it succumb to
sterile pessimism. It was written in the first part of the twentieth century by a
Church of England priest named Eric Milner-White. Like many good prayers from
another time and place, it sounds like it was tailor made for us here and now.
O God, you have called your servants…. I have seen so many signs of hope in
these few years of serving as your bishop, not just in projects and initiatives and
ideas, but in our people:
• in the faithful and dedicated rostered ministers, who are a gift to us all;
• in the diligent and committed staff and officers of the Synod, who it is a
joy to work with on a daily and weekly basis, who love the Synod and
serving it;
• in the lay leaders of this Synod, serving in various and multitude
capacities;
• in the faithful people who hold no particular office or position, but who
form the faithful backbone, week after week, that is the body of Christ in the
ABT Synod.
You are all not only living, breathing signs of hope, but you also have my
profound thanks for all that you do, and it is my privilege to serve with and
among you.
A complete two-page report for Congregational Annual General Meetings,
together with our Synod’s 2020 Narrative Budget is available at:
https://albertasynod.ca/2019/12/2020-abtsynod-agm-letter-and-narrative-budget/
In Christ Jesus – Shalom,
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer
“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
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LCW News
LCW Bible study and business meeting
Our February meeting is "tentatively" set for Wednesday Feb. 19th at 1:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. The
topic of study is not set yet. It could be something from 2019 that we didn't finish or something new in
the 2020 Canada Lutheran. Or maybe the lessons for that week. If you would like to do a Bible study,
please come. We are not experts so don't be afraid to join us.
February Quilting
The quilters will meet again on February 26, which is Ash Wednesday, from 9-3ish in the Parish Hall.
We usually have hot home made soup at noon. You may want to bring something to go with the soup.
We are starting on a fresh batch of quilts. The ones made before Xmas have been sent to Winnipeg as
well as delivered locally. The mitten tree donations of toques, mitts, and scarves have been given
away as well.
It has been pointed out that help is needed to make diapers and receiving blankets for the layettes
which will be sent away in the Spring.
If you have any questions about the layettes, please check with Helen Bartel.

Council Highlights
Please see the website for information. www.hope-lutheran.ca

The Hope prayer chain seems to be working well and is providing support, care, and most importantly
prayer for those in need. Please contact Pastor Kathie or Susan G if you have a prayer request or
praise report. Please also contact Susan G at 780-468-2201 or susanatherdesk@yahoo.ca if you
would like to be one of the prayers on the prayer chain.

Coffee Time is an event that many look forward to each month and it has been very well attended. We
will continue with Coffee Time every other Tuesday from 9:30 -11am. Coffee Times will be:
February 11 & 25

March 10 & 24

April 7 & 21
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“Do You Want to Fast this Lent?” (Pope Frances)
1. Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
2. Fast from sadness and be filled with joy.
3. Fast from anger and be filled with joy.
4. Fast from pessimism and be filled with Hope.
5. Fast from worries and trust in God.
6. Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
7. Fast from pressure and be prayerful.
8. Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.
9. Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
10. Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
11. Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.
-Submitted Anonymously.
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Recipe of the Month-Linguine with Eggplant
Recipe found on
https://www.mrfood.com/Vegetables/Linguine-with-Eggplant

What You'll Need


1 pound linguine



2/3 cup olive oil, divided



2 small eggplant (about 1 pound total), cut into 1/2-inch chunks (see Notes)



1 tablespoon chopped garlic



1/2 teaspoon dried oregano



3/4 teaspoon salt



1/2 teaspoon black pepper



4 plum tomatoes, chopped



2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
What to Do
1. In a large pot, cook linguine according to package directions and drain. Place linguine in a
large bowl and toss with 2 tablespoons oil; set aside.
2. In the same pot, heat remaining oil over medium-high heat. Sauté eggplant 10 to 12 minutes,
until lightly browned. Add garlic, oregano, salt, and pepper, and sauté about 5 more minutes.
3. Add tomatoes, parsley, and linguine, and toss gently until heated through. Serve
immediately.
Notes


If you prefer, go ahead and peel the eggplant before cutting it into chunks.



A warm, crusty hunk of garlic bread sure is the perfect way to sop up the sauce that's left on
your plate.
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